
Here are notes to help you understand our thinking. 
 

1. Page 1: We added the official name of the church 
2. Page 1: We deleted section (b) because we feel it is not necessary to put the expressed 

vision statement of the church in the constitution since that will change over time. 
3. Pages 2-6: We updated the wording of the 16 Fundamental Truths of the Assemblies of 

God to match the wording being used by the Assemblies of God. We also changed 
Article 3 heading to read “Statement of Faith” instead of “Doctrine” as a matter of 
preference. 

4. Page 6: We added section 17. Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality to state in our 
constitution our stand on these issues and give us legal grounds for any actions we may 
take because of these beliefs. 

5. Page 7: We deleted items (c) and (d) under “Ordinances” because while we practice 
dedicating children and anointing with oil, we do not feel these are ordinances of the 
church. Our Statement of Faith says the ordinances of the Church are baptism in water 
and holy communion. We felt we needed to be consistent. 

6. Page 7: There were two additions to help the grammar and clarity. 
7. Page 8: Added official name of the church. 
8. Page 8: Made some grammar corrections. 
9. Page 8: Added (e) and (f) to include in Conditions of Membership the necessity of 

completing the newcomers process (which currently includes Growth Track) and the 
requirement of being 18 years of age. We felt both of these were important to our 
process of membership. 

10. Pages 8-top of 10: “Duties of Members” was changed to “Membership Covenant,” and 
then, we made several changes to embrace a more positive approach that we felt was 
less legalistic.  

11. Page 10: We recommend changing the name of the “Church Council” to “Pastor’s 
Council.” Our feeling was that this more reflected their function. Therefore, the wording 
is changed from this point forward. Also, we changed “senior” pastor to “lead” pastor. 

12. Pastor 10: Under Cessation of Membership, section (b), we clarified “extended time” to 
be “six months or longer.” 

13. Page 10: We felt section (c) was unnecessary. 
14. Page 10: Under Eligibility of Members for Voting, we edited that section to match 

membership minimum age of 18. 
15. Page 10: Under Discipline of Members instead of calling up someone to resign from 

membership, we gave the Pastor’s Council the right to remove them from membership. 
There was no clause for what happens if the person refuses to resign, so we gave that 
power to the Pastor’s Council. 

16. Page 11: Changed term “Church Council” to “Pastor’s Council” and “senior” pastor to 
“lead” pastor for consistency.  

17. Page 11: Clarified section (b) on how a vice-chairperson is appointed. 
18. Page 11: Under section (b), we added, “An official of the North Text District of the 

Assemblies of God must preside over any meeting pertaining to the Lead Pastor.” Our 



feeling was that a decision of this magnitude should have outside help to monitor that 
meeting.  

19. Page 11: Under section (e), we clarified how to remove a member of the Pastor’s 
Council by adding, “Any action that removes a Council member requires a two-thirds 
majority vote of the Council.” There was no specified way to do this in the prior 
document. 

20.  Bottom of page 11 and top of page 12: Some grammar and gender openness 
corrections were made. 

21. Page 12: Under section (e) 1., we clarified how a pastor could retire and eliminated a 
2/3 vote of the congregation to approve his retirement. 

22. Page 12: Various editorial adjustments were made. 
23. Page 12: Section 3 is a major overhaul. We removed the position of Elders and replaced 

them with “Overseers.” There was no function given for Elders, so we created a function 
for Overseers that we felt protected the church in dealing with issues pertaining to the 
role of Lead Pastor. Their function is to assist the Pastor’s Council and staff in the case of 
the Lead Pastor’s absence or discipline of the Lead Pastor.  

24. Page 13: Editorial changes to reflect new terms and grammar.  
25. Page 13: “Finance Committee” replaces “Trustees.” 
26. Page 14: Editorial corrections. 
27. Page 15: Editorial corrections with one change under section (d) on the power to 

borrow money or obligate by debt. We recommend raising the percentage from 5% to 
10%. The thinking behind this is that 5% would only be $100,000 under our current 
annual budget. Which means we would need to have a congregational meeting to vote 
to purchase a new van or people mover. We felt 10% was a better number which would 
allow the Pastor’s Council to approve purchases of up to $200,000.  

28. Pages 16-17: Editorial changes. 
29. Page 17: Under section (c), we changed the percentage from five to 10 to reflect the 

same amount as on page 15.  
30. Page 17: deleted section on “Church Department” because we felt that was 

unnecessary. 


